
Christians who uphold traditional teachings on sex and marriage will find themselves on the wrong side of history.  How should we respond to such a comment?
The phrase, ‘the wrong side of history’ was coined in the mid twentieth century but has only become widely use in this century.  President Obama was probably the one who made the phrase more popular.  It is generally used in a somewhat derogatory way to describe those of a generally more traditional or conservative mindset who do not keep up with the latest liberal or progressive social and political trends.
The way the phrase is used implies that to be on the wrong side of history is a bad thing.  But we should ask the question– is that always true?  
None of us would want to go back in history to a time without antibiotics and anesthetics, and not many of us would be without a mobile phone.  However not every development in human history is to be welcomed.  Many human civilizations have risen over the centuries and then fallen.  In many cases that fall was accompanied by and probably caused by a moral decline in the fabric of the culture.  
It may well be true in our Western culture that thosewho hold to traditional views on sex and marriage are deemed to be on the wrong side of history – or at least this particular phase of history.  
Christians believe that history is linear.  It had a beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, and it will have an end, when Christ returns and there is a new heaven and earth.  Only then can we judge what is the wrong side of history.  
So, our desire is to please the Lord, whose word and character do not change, rather than to accommodate to the ever-changing standards of the world.
As the Apostle Paul puts it in Romans 12:2 ‘Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.’
Throughout history there have been times when Christians had hard choices to make.  For many in the Roman world  in the first and second century there was pressure to burn a pinch of incense to the Gods and declare, ‘Caesar is Lord’ – but Christians could not and would not, because only Jesus is Lord.  Many died as martyrs and no doubt their pagan neighbours thought the Christians were on the wrong side of history.  
But history was not over – and it is still not finished.  When that time does come, I really want to hear the Lord say - "Well done, my good servant!Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.'(Luke 19:17)








