Should a Christian who believes that same sex marriage is wrong ever attend a same sex wedding ceremony?
In trying to answer this question, we need to bear in mind that a ceremony in which two people of the same sex legally make their marriage vows is now part of the social and civic fabric of life. A same sex marriage is not wrong in the sense that it is illegal, but rather in the sense that Christians traditionally believe it is not in accordance with Scripture. Therefore, the nature of the ceremony may be a determining factor, with attendance at a purely civil ceremony implying something rather different to attendance at a religious ceremony where prayers of blessing are offered. 
So we turn to Scripture. In the early Church, Gentile and Jewish Christians were divided as to whether it was wrong ever to eat meat that had been dedicated to idols. Both groups agreed on the importance of obeying the commandment not to worship idols; the argument was about eating meat that had been dedicated to idols in a religious ceremony, then sold in a secular market to be consumed at a civic gathering. In Acts 15, at the Council of Jerusalem, the Apostles give an answer to this question which Paul then elaborates on in 1 Corinthians 8: 1-13. His ruling is not totally clear cut but urges those facing this ethical choice to think very carefully about the effect of their actions on others.
Writing on these Bible passages, one Bible commentator noted: “We should avoid anything that would make a weak Christian think less of his faith and make an unsaved person feel more at ease in his sin”, and “Having the ‘right’ to do something does not mean we are free to do it in every circumstance regardless of its effects on others”.
Obviously, the question of whether it is wrong to eat meat that has been dedicated to idols is no longer an issue today, but the principles undergirding Paul’s response may be applied to a range of contemporary issues, including attendance at same sex weddings. Just as believers in Paul’s day agreed that idol worship was wrong, so believers in traditional marriage agree that same sex marriage is wrong. The divergence then is between those traditional Christians who believe that if same sex marriage is wrong, it follows that attendance at a same sex wedding is wrong too, and those who believe this may not always be the case.
So, we might imagine Paul urging those pondering the rights and wrongs of such attendance to recognise that it more than a matter for the individual conscience. There is also the need to consider the effect of their actions on others, bearing in mind who those others are, the message wedding attendance will send out and how the people concerned will understand it.
Potential attendees at wedding ceremonies generally fall into several categories.
First there are casual observers who may drop in on the proceedings because they know the couple or their parents. In such instances it is straightforward for a Christian who believes same sex marriage is wrong to decide not to attend a same sex wedding as a casual observer.
It becomes more complicated when this Christian is an invited guest. Here it is important for them to think carefully about the message their attendance or non-attendance may convey.If they feel their attendance will imply tacit approval of same sex marriage, it would seem wise quietly to turn the invitation down. However,if their biblical stance is already well known, they may wish to attend on the basis that their presence is primarily conveying a desire to maintain relationship with the couple involved. Equally they may wish to be present for the sake of close relatives of the couple to give them a sense of non-judgemental likeminded Christian friends rallying around.
Indeed, a group who face a very particular struggle over involvement in a same sex wedding are these Bible-believing relatives and longstanding friends of the couple to be married. They may well have a potential up front role as members of the wedding party. They may be the mother or father of the bride or groom, or a university flat mate or old school friend. These folk may be torn between their loving instincts and conscientious reservations. Some older parents and grandparents may experience a groundless sense of shame and disappointment that this is not the wedding they would have hoped for.
Ideally theirdecision-making process should be a time for honest and grace-filled conversations with the same sex couple, where unconditionally loving relationships may be affirmed,along with respect for differing perspectives. Again, it should be a time when, beyond the family circle, they are able to find listening ears and understanding pastoral support. Most importantly, whatever decision they make, it is a time for brothers and sisters in Christ to assure them of God’s love. They need to know that whatever they and their Church family may believe about same sex marriage, the couple to be married are valued as unique and loveable individuals made in the image of God.


