What have we to say to people who find themselves sexually attracted to those of the same gender? Can we affirm them in membership and leadership in our churches?
Same sex attraction may become a growing issue in our churches especially with younger members who are coming to terms with their sexuality. With the current liberal world view of sexuality, and so much on social media, films, internet and traditional media outlets encouraging the LGBTQ lifestyle, the pressure for young people and indeed, Christian young people to give in to these feelings is immense. 
Same sex attraction is a subject that is rarely spoken about in our churches and yet there may be members of all ages who feel sexually attracted to another of the same gender. So what do we have to say to them and how should we react when someone confesses to these feelings.
Churches, Ministers, Youth Workers and indeed all of us need to be aware of the issues and be able to provide answers when asked and provide support to those struggling with these feelings.
Rachel Gilson in her book Born Again This Way: Coming Out, Coming to Faith, and What Comes Next says “Many of us who love Jesus cannot shake romantic and sexual desire for those of our same gender. That desire is so potent that it can look and feel like our rightful master, and we wonder if we should bow down and serve.But doesn’t that same siren call reach for all of us, in some way or another? Whether our desires are targeted at the same sex or the opposite sex, we’re easily controlled by ungodly desire, especially in the sexual realm.”
We need to recognise that we are often beset by all kinds of feelings, desires and emotions that can affect our walk with God. We need to recognise also that it is not the feelings, etc, that are wrong but allowing them to fester and grow and then acting on them that can spoil our relationship with God.
So what have we to say to those who find themselves sexually attracted to others of the same gender? 
1. We need to make our churches a safe place where people can talk about their feelings and not feel condemned.
2. We need to affirm all those for whom marriage is not a realistic prospect. The Church needs to uphold and honour those who have chosen the single life. Indeed we need to affirm all single people in the life of our church. The married life is not for everyone.
3. Remember the church is a family. Sam Allberry, a Pastor and former Church of England Minister, who describes himself as same sex attracted, says, “Nuclear families within the Church need the input and involvement of the wider church family; they are not designed to be self-contained. Those that open up their family life to others find that it is a great two-way blessing. Single people get to experience some of the joys of family life, children get to benefit from the influence of other older Christians, parents get to have the encouragement of others supporting them, and families as a whole get to learn something of what it means to serve and be outward-looking as a family.” (Article on the “Living Out” Web Page 12 January 2021)
4. Good pastoral support is essential. Pastoral care for those with same-sex attraction does not need to be structured, but it does need to be visible. Those with same-sex attraction need to know that the Church is ready to support and help them.
Finally, can we affirm them in membership and leadership in our churches? 
The simple answer is YES and indeed it is something we should do. If they have chosen, because of the Christian faith and their understanding of the scriptures, not to act on their feelings then we should welcome them as members and leaders in our churches. 

