

The Bible was written 2,000 to 3,000 years ago.  Times have changed.  Why can we not adapt what it says to make sense in today’s world?
The answer to this question lies in how you view the Bible.  If it is merely a religious text which presents certain ideas about God then you might well decide that after three thousand years it probably needs a bit of tweaking and adapting to today’s world in a bid to make it more appealing to modern readers.  If on the other hand you see it as God’s word carrying God’s authority then you will cherish and submit to it.  Instead of wanting to change it you will be prepared to let it change you.
[bookmark: _Hlk92189904]The Bible is one big story.  It tells how God created all there is and how sin corrupted that creation starting with humans and reaching into the natural world.  
Then God started to unveil his great plan to restore all things, 
· beginning with his dealings with Israel; 
· pointing forward through the prophets to the coming of the Messiah; 
· sending Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah, with his life, death on the cross bearing in Himself the sin of the world and his resurrection breaking the power of sin and death  
· bringing the Church into being as the anticipation and demonstration of his kingdom
· arriving at the final act when evil is vanquished forever, earth is transformed and God comes to dwell among his redeemed people.
The amazing thing is that the Bible, which begins in Genesis with a garden and the Tree of Life, ends in Revelation with a garden city with the Tree of Life once again in the centre. 
Now think about it.   This great plan of God, described in the scriptures, which themselves were written over a timespan of a thousand years, make so much sense in today’s world.  We all know that our world is morally sick and confused.  People fear for the future of our planet.   Just recently we’ve seen how a tiny invisible virus can disrupt and threaten our fragile existence.  What hope can there be for us?  To that question the Bible gives the resounding assurance that the final outcome for this world lies with the loving God who made it and in the invitation he extends to all people to accept his salvation and be part of his new creation.  This is only real hope going for our world.
If you have this understanding of scripture then you will certainly think twice about “spinning” what it says to make it read more comfortably in today’s secular society.  Of course we do need to give careful thought to how we interpret what it says – because after two thousand years it can be possible to misunderstand what the original author was saying.  What we must not do however is to tamper with what it clearly says in a bid to make it seem more acceptable to current moral thinking.  This is why, for example, that Christians who hold a high view of scripture refuse to alter their thinking on gay sex.  They are not being homophobic. They are simply remaining faithful to what the Bible says.



