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Won’t we put people off Christianity for good by being so opposed to gay marriage?

The concern behind this question is obvious and heart-felt.  As Christians we long to see others drawn to Jesus and want to avoid any attitude or stance that seems to cast Him or his Church in a bad light.   Sadly today we often find ourselves accused of homophobia for expressing any opinion on sexuality that runs counter to current thinking.
The trouble is that what society today puts forward about sexual behaviour, marriage and gender runs seriously against what the Bible clearly teaches.  That gives committed Christians a difficult choice.  Either we can court popularity and seek to soften our views to make them more acceptable to ordinary people in the hope that they will view Christianity more favourably, or we can stand firm, stick to our guns and remain faithful to the principles which God has laid down in his word.
God’s teaching on marriage which is found right at the start of Genesis and which is quoted by Jesus himself, clearly states that marriage is between a man and a woman who together become one flesh.  Same sex marriage then is, for us, a distortion of God’s intention for the flourishing of humankind.  To tamper with this is to go against God the Creator’s clear design.
There is truth in the saying that this view might well put people off Christianity.   Our focus and responsibility however has to be on pleasing God and being faithful to what he has shown us.   The task of adding to the Church in terms of numbers ultimately depends on the work of the Holy Spirit.  Our job is to proclaim his message – even if that sets us a bit apart from the mainstream.
It is clear that same sex marriage is the way some people want to live.  We have no right to dictate to non-believers how they must live their lives.  It is a free country.   We Christians however are called to live by a different code.   The challenge for us is to do this with love and grace.  Just as single heterosexual Christians are called to abstain from sexual activity, the same applies to their gay sisters and brothers.  This is not easy but those who honour God will know their lives enriched in many other ways.
