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In what way do traditional Christians hold a very high view of sex and marriage?
The high view of sex and marriage, which has been held traditionally by the Christian church, finds its origins in Scripture. Whole volumes have been written on this topic so in a short reflection such as this it would be impossible to exhaust every aspect of the subject. 
The fundamental issue here is; do we view marriage as something ordained by God for the good of human society or just a cultural construct? 
 If we listen in to a conversation Jesus had with some folk who queried him about divorce, we hear him immediately referring back to the Genesis account;
“Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female (Gen. 1:27) and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh’ (Gen. 2:18)” (Matt. 19:4-5).
By going back to creation Jesus is affirming the teaching from Genesis that in the beginning humankind was created male and female and a man leaving his father and mother and holding fast to his wife are a given from the very start. 
The Genesis account explains that God saw that it was not good for man to be alone so he created a helper for him, one of the central designs of creation, namely man and woman in marriage. So God made a being perfectly suited for him, a wife, not just to please him but as a helper fit for him, who was bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh. She was not like the animals, rather of his very essence, one fit to be his counterpart. “They shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.” In other words, this is all moving toward marriage. So, marriage is God’s doing it was his design in creating male and female, a unique relationship like no other.
Along with this, the creation of humankind as male and female is immediately linked with the blessing that they are to “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over it”. Genesis 1:27–28. So procreation which can only occur between male and female is placed within the context of this family unit.
This is the bedrock from which the traditional view of marriage and sex is derived.
NT Wright a leading New Testament scholar notes “that throughout history marriage has meant an arrangement between a man and a woman.  That understanding comes from God expressed through various faith groups and is derived from what he calls “the given -ness of male and female in concert with God’s creation”. Wright explains that in creation God made complementary pairs that work together. He claimed that’s not just something you find in one or two verses in Scripture but rather it is the entire narrative throughout the Bible that expresses the goodness of the initial creation. When we change this understanding Wright contends “we are no longer keeping with the original design. Marriage simply becomes a social/sexual arrangement”. Here he asserts is the real problem that extends beyond the debate about gay marriage. Wright believes what has truly downgraded marriage in our time is not gay marriage but a changing belief that marriage is no longer about God’s original intent, it is now a social/sexual arrangement between two people, no matter their gender. Wright fears that society in general and the church in particular have not done a good job of explaining the wonderful mystery that marriage was intended to be”.
In the NewTestament Christ saw himself as the bridegroom coming for his bride illustrated in the parable of the wise and foolish virgins Matt 25:1 ff. The Apostle Paul used the image of the bride to speak of the church and Christ as the great Bridegroom.
In Ephesians 5:31–32. Paul quotes Genesis 2:24 in verse 31: “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” He explains in verse 32: “This mystery is profound--- but I am talking about Christ and the Church.” In other words, marriage is patterned after Christ’s covenant commitment to his Church.” Paul saw his ministry as gathering the bride, to betroth the Church to her husband. In 2 Corinthians 11:2 he writes “I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ”
Christian marriage, like no other relationship, is honoured in these great statements, likening it to the relationship of Christ with his bride the Church.
Finally, in the book of Revelation the last scene in the Bible is the new heaven and the new earth, and the symbol for that is the marriage of Christ and his Church. The image here is the consummation of all things. It’s not just one or two verses here and there which use this idea, it’s an entire narrative which works with this complementarity so that a male-plus-female marriage is a signpost or a signal about the goodness of the original creation and God’s intention for the eventual new heavens and new earth.
The image of the church as the bride is striking in Revelation “I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband”/ “Come I will show you the bride, the wife of the lamb”. The whole import of Scripture from Genesis to Revelation uses marriage and the one flesh union as a signpost to a deeper reality.
Revelation 19:7 
“Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come and his bride has made herself ready” It is the bride who makes herself ready here, this is a call to the Church of Christ to prepare for the coming of her bridegroom Jesus Christ. 
These images provide the background for the view that marriage is between a man and a woman in God`s eternal purposes and that the intimacy of marriage   foreshadows the intimacy of Christ and his church at the great consummation of all things.





