Is it wrong to find our views on sexuality influenced by the experience of friends and family members?

The first thing to say here is that most people who change their views on sexuality from a conservative to a liberal position do so because of coming into contact with loved ones and family members who come out as gay.   What used to be general now becomes personal.  Glynn Harrison in his excellent book “A Better Story” cites the example of a widowed grandmother whose dearly beloved grandson suddenly announces that he is in a loving relationship with another man.  Before this the lady had strong, verging on homophobic, views about homosexuality.  At first she is horrified and distressed.  After a few weeks however she begins to see things differently.  Her love for her grandson and her desire for his happiness become the key considerations.  The young man he has found is very charming and has suffered a great deal of bullying and harassment growing up at school and in his neighbourhood.   Her innate sympathy and compassion take over and she finds that her views have profoundly altered.  Real life has led her to a new and different place.
Let us imagine that this lady is a regular church goer.   In changing her views like this she shows that her previous conservative opinions appear not to have been thought out in any depth.   They seem to have been informed by little more than gut instinct and the morality in which she was raised.  Now, she tells herself, things have changed and she must support her grandson and move with the times.  
The problem is that this Christian lady has allowed her private feelings to take priority over what the Bible clearly teaches.   Deep down she has opted to embrace liberal views on sexuality which will enable her to avoid any conflict within the family circle.   Without wanting to judge her this cannot be the way to decide your theology.     It is quite possible to hold to traditional biblical convictions and still manage to maintain a loving relationship with a friend or family member from whom you honestly differ.
Encounters with gay or trans people should not alter a person’s clearly thought-out theology but they should at the very least make you more sensitive and compassionate.   The content of what you say may not change but the way you say it almost certainly will.


